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More than 350,000 students and educators around the world take advantage of tools and resources provided by Autodesk and partners

SAN RAFAEL, Calif., Sept. 29 /PRNewswire-FirstCall/ -- Just in time for the Back to School season, Autodesk has redesigned its Student Engineering and Design Community website with a new look and feel
that is more closely aligned with other popular social networking sites frequented by students. The enhanced Student Community offers several new features and benefits to more than 350,000 students and
educators.

"Having access to free software in the Autodesk Student Community is crucial for future professional designers," said Roland Cernat, winner of the Industrial Design category of the Student Design Challenge
and the Sustainable Design Grand Prize. "The broad range of programs available in the community gives me the opportunity to easily try out and choose the programs that best match my needs. As an
industrial design student I use Autodesk AliasStudio software, and while learning the curriculum, the community was the primary place I went to get help, stay up-to-date and much more. The community has
been vital in giving me the right tools and guidance to be prepared for the requirements of my future job."

In addition to a new look and feel, the redesign introduces the following member benefits:

    --  More  community interaction, similar to Facebook social networking,

        profile sharing, blogging and news feeds

    --  A Career 					Hidden List 					 Center that includes robust job search

        technology, employer profiles, and career advice

    --  Community TV, which allows users to showcase their work and increase

        awareness for the Student Community on the Google-YouTube network

    --  Directed learning path to guide members through the design process and

        use of design software

    --  Community RSS newsfeed

    --  Easier access with a new widget that faculty can post on their

        school's intranet site allowing their students one-click access

    --  A more robust search tool


"We developed a large portion of the redesign and new features based on our members' input. We created the Student Community to provide students with the vital tools and information they need to learn the
design process and be successful in their careers. Educators benefit by having access to our software, curriculum and faculty-only forum and discussion groups," said Paul Mailhot, director of worldwide
education programs at Autodesk. "This redesign comes on the heels of many recent milestones for Autodesk Education, including the global "Build Something" student design contest, the launch of the China
Student Community, and the release of our new Autodesk VEX Robotics curriculum."

Since September 2006, the Autodesk Student Engineering and Design Community has attracted members from more than 16,600 schools in 137 countries, Over 350,000 members have downloaded
approximately 650,000 copies of Autodesk's award-winning 3D design software solutions.

Partner Offers Student Editions of Software

Recognizing the momentum and impact of the Autodesk Student Community, software partner RISA Technologies is joining the initiative by providing the next generation of design and engineering
professionals with student editions of their products free of charge.

When members visit the Learning and Tutorials section of the online community, they can find software and related learning tools. For example, RISA Technologies offers free student versions of RISA-3D and
RISAFloor structural engineering software applications for analysis and design.

About Autodesk Education

Autodesk supports students and educators by providing powerful 2D and 3D design software, innovative programs and resources designed to inspire the next generation of professionals to experience their
ideas before they're real. By supporting educators to advance design education and science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) skills, Autodesk is helping prepare students for future academic and
career success. Autodesk supports schools and institutions of higher learning worldwide through substantial discounts, subscriptions, grant programs, training, curricula development and community
resources. For more information about Autodesk education programs and solutions, visit www.autodesk.com/education.

About Autodesk

Autodesk, Inc. is the world leader in 2D and 3D design software for the manufacturing, building and construction, and media and entertainment markets. Since its introduction of AutoCAD software in 1982,
Autodesk has developed the broadest portfolio of state-of-the-art Digital Prototyping solutions to help customers experience their ideas before they are real. Fortune 1000 companies rely on Autodesk for the
tools to visualize, simulate and analyze real-world performance early in the design process to save time and money, enhance quality and foster innovation. For additional information about Autodesk, visit
autodesk.com.

*Free products are subject to the terms and conditions of the end-user license agreement that accompanies download of the software.

Autodesk, AutoCAD, and AliasStudio are registered trademarks or trademarks of Autodesk, Inc., and/or its subsidiaries and/or affiliates in the USA and/or other countries. Google and YouTube are registered
trademarks or trademarks of Google, Inc., and/or its subsidiaries and/or affiliates in the USA and/or other countries. Facebook is registered trademark of Facebook, Inc., in the USA and/or other countries. All
other brand names, product names, or trademarks belong to their respective holders. Autodesk reserves the right to alter product offerings and specifications at any time without notice, and is not responsible
for typographical or graphical errors that may appear in this document.
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