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SAN RAFAEL, Calif., Nov 4, 2002 (BUSINESS WIRE) -- Autodesk, Inc. (Nasdaq:ADSK), the world's leading design software and
digital content company, today announced preliminary financial results for its third quarter ended October 31, 2002. Based on
current information, the company expects net revenues to be in the range of $186 to $190 million. On a pro forma basis, the
company expects earnings to be in the range of $0.04 to $0.05 per diluted share. Pro forma earnings exclude restructuring
charges.

"We faced an exceptionally difficult business environment this past quarter across all of our product lines and geographies, resulting in revenues 6%
below our guidance," said Carol Bartz, CEO and chairman. "We are continuing to do well against our competition, but customers are delaying
investments due to the weak global economies. In addition to the cost reductions we announced last quarter, reflected in restructuring charges below,
we are taking further action to reduce our costs in the fourth quarter. These cost reductions will not impact our strong product investments that
continue on schedule. We have exciting new product releases coming out early next year and intend to emerge from this recession in an even stronger
competitive position across all of our product lines."

On a GAAP basis, the company expects a loss to be in the range of $0.02 to $0.03 per diluted share. GAAP numbers include restructuring charges
estimated to be $14 million for the third quarter.

These preliminary results are based on management's initial analysis of operating results. Autodesk will announce final third quarter financial results
on a conference call Thursday, November 21, 2002 at 2:00 p.m. Pacific time. The call is accessible live through an audio webcast at
www.autodesk.com/investor or via phone at 800/857-9746, password Autodesk. The audio replay will be archived on the website until December 1,
2002.

About Autodesk

Founded in 1982, Autodesk, Inc., is the world's leading design software and digital content company. Autodesk offers solutions for
professionals in building design, geographic information systems, manufacturing, digital media, and wireless data services. By
delivering progressive products and services, Autodesk helps customers create, manage, use and maximize the value of their
digital data throughout the lifecycle of their projects. For more information about the company, see www.autodesk.com.

This release contains forward-looking statements about our expected net revenues, restructuring charges and earnings for the third quarter of fiscal
year 2003. These statements are subject to uncertainties, including potential discrepancies between managements' initial analysis and the final
operating results for the third quarter of fiscal 2003, which will be announced on November 21, 2002. Further risks and uncertainties in our business
are detailed in Autodesk's SEC reports, including our Form 10-K Report for fiscal 2002.

Note to Editors: Autodesk, AutoCAD, Autodesk MapGuide, and Discreet are either registered trademarks or trademarks of Autodesk, Inc., in the USA
and/or other countries. All other brand names, product names, or trademarks belong to their respective holders.
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